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Heaven

Main truth: God has prepared a wonderful place where every child
of God can live forever.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand that heaven is a
place where they would like to be.

Preparing to teach: In the Bible the word “heaven” is used in three
ways. First, it may mean the space that is around the earth. Second,
it may mean the more distant space where the sun, moon and stars
are. Third, it may mean the place where God lives. In this study we
are concerned with that third meaning. The Bible has much to say
about heaven. Spend some time studying in any Bible study books
you have such Scriptures as John 14:2-3, Revelation 5:9, 14:13,
15:2, 21:1-5 and 22:3-5.



Can you find places in the Bible that tell about each of the things the
writer says about heaven?

Getting started: For this study as for all the studies in this book,
it would be good to begin the study by reading the chapter aloud.
You could have one of the students read it if you like. Speak of the
three meanings of the word “heaven.” Be sure your students do not
get the meanings mixed up as the Russian space traveler did. He
said he looked out his window and did not see God. He thought that
meant that there is no God. There is a God, though, and He lives in
a place the Bible calls heaven.

Developing the study: There are four main points made in this
chapter: heaven is God’s home, heaven is a wonderful place, God
made heaven, and heaven is the future home of God’s children.

Heaven is God’s home. As we live on earth, so God lives in heaven.
Scriptures such as Matthew 18:19 make that difference clear. “If
two of you agree on earth about anything you pray for, it will be
done for you by My Father in heaven.” Heaven is God’s home. He
is present on earth, also. In a sense He lives in the heart of everyone
who receives Him by faith. But heaven is His real home.

Heaven is a wonderful place. The writer gives a number of things the
Bible says about life in heaven. If you will not have time to discuss them
all, look first at the ones that seem most fitting for your students.

God made heaven. All three members of the Trinity were involved
in making heaven just as all three were involved in making the earth.
Your students may not understand the idea of the Trinity. Explain
to them that no one really understands it. We accept it by faith, but
that faith is based on the Bible. For example, consider Matthew
28:19. “Go and make followers of all the nations. Baptize them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Heaven is the future home of God’s children. When Jesus said, “I
am going away to make a place for you,” He was speaking about
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heaven (John 14:2). But He was talking only to His followers. Only
those who follow Jesus will go to live in heaven. He is the only way
(Acts 4:12).

Finishing the study: Urge your students to not miss any of the
chapters in this study. By the time they reach the end they should
understand why it is important to follow Jesus and make heaven
their home. They will also know how they can do that.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Can you think of some other good things that will be in
heaven?

2. Are you going to be in heaven some day?

3. Why do you want to go to heaven?

4. Why should God allow you into heaven?

Self-test Questions

1. Heaven is whose home?

Who does God want to live with Him in heaven?

Because heaven is peaceful, what are some things people
will not say or do there?

What are three sayings that may be heard in heaven?

There is no crying in heaven because God does what?

Where will the people in heaven come from?

Who made our home in heaven?

What are God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit together called?

What does the word “Trinity” mean?

What does this book explain about becoming God’s child?

Rl
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Angels, Good and Bad

Main truth: God and His angels mean to do us good; Satan and his
demons mean to do us harm.

Aim of the study: To help your students see the conflict between
good and evil.

Preparing to teach: The name “Lucifer” appears only once in the
Bible (Isaiah 14:12). There it clearly speaks of the king of Babylon.
For sixteen hundred years, Christians have believed that Lucifer is
the same as Satan, or the Devil. Jude 1:6 speaks of a time when
some angels left heaven, either because they chose to do so or
because they were forced out. If they were forced out, perhaps there
was a war in heaven as the Bible says will happen in the end times
(Revelation 12:7). Since Satan is always spoken of as the leader of
the forces of evil, it is easy to believe that he rebelled against God

and fell from heaven at that time.
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Getting started: Explore what your students know about angels. All
angels are spirits who were created to serve God. They are greater
than men but not nearly as great as God. Some of the angels rebelled
against God and were thrown out of heaven. The Bible has many
things to say about good angels. Each time they are either carrying
out God’s orders or worshiping Him. The bad angels are often called
“devils” or “demons.” They are always fighting against God.

Developing the study: Again, this chapter can be divided into four
main points: God made angels, Lucifer was a leader among the angels,
some angels rebelled against God and were driven out of heaven, and
God prepared a place of punishment for the fallen angels.

God made angels. In the beginning, God was all alone. He created
angels to serve Him. Only after that did He create the worlds. Ask,
how are angels different from people? (Angels are spirits whose
home is heaven. They visit earth only to do what God commands
them to do. The good angels always obey God and have never sinned
so they do not need to be saved.)

Lucifer was a leader among the angels. Point out the meaning of the
name “Lucifer.” In the Bible people are often known by names that
express what kind of people they are. Lucifer is called Lucifer because
the name correctly described him. Then discuss the three points about
Lucifer: his great beauty, his great wisdom and his high position.

Some angels rebelled against God and were driven out of heaven.
Lucifer’s pride grew out of his beauty, wisdom and position. That
pride led him into sin. God did not make Lucifer sin. God loved
him and wanted to give him many wonderful things. Lucifer loved
God’s gifts more than he loved God. He thought those gifts made him
greater than the other angels and even greater than God. Lucifer’s
pride made him rebel against God. Because God had made him a
leader among the angels, many of the angels followed him instead
of God. But even the greatest of the angels is not greater than God.
God and the good angels defeated Lucifer and the bad angels.

13



God prepared a place of punishment for the fallen angels. Since
Lucifer and the bad angels were thrown out of heaven, God had
to prepare another place for them. God created hell as a place of
punishment for the bad angels. In other places the Bible describes
hell as a terrible place of fire and pain that never ends. Lucifer and
the bad angels have not yet been restricted to hell. They are still
allowed to walk the earth and to fight against the rule of God.

Finishing the study: Lucifer’s new name, Satan, means “enemy.”
He is the enemy of God and the enemy of all people. If we want to
serve God, we must fight against Satan. But because he is so much

stronger than we are, we cannot defeat him except by the power of
God.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Why did God make angels?

2. Why did Lucifer rebel against God when God wanted to
give him so much?

3. Was it wise for Lucifer to rebel against God?

Self-test Questions

1. Name three books of the Bible that speak of an enemy of
God and man.

What are four things good angels do for God?

How are angels different from people?

What was the name of the most beautiful angel?

What does the name “Lucifer” mean?

What high position did God give Lucifer?

What sin came from within Lucifer?

What did the sin make Lucifer want to be?

How many angels did Lucifer get to join him in rebelling against
God?

. When there was war in heaven, who fought and who lost?
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Creation

Main truth: God made everything, and everything was good.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand that we were
made by God for His own special purpose.

Preparing to teach: If you have a Bible, study Genesis 1 and 2 to
get the full story of creation.

Getting started: To create means to make something that did not exist
before. When we create something, even though it is something that
has never existed, we always make it out of things that already do
exist. When God creates something, He makes it out of nothing.

Developing the study: This study can be divided into three main
points: the creation of the heavens and the earth, the creation of man

and woman, and a test of love.
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Creation of the heavens and the earth. Different nations or tribes have
different ways of explaining how everything began. Some people
believe that material has always existed. They say that all forms
of life developed over many millions of years. Others believe that
even if matter has always existed there must have been someone to
shape it into its present forms and gave it life. The Bible teaches that
only God has existed forever. He created material by commanding
it to appear. Then He commanded most of the forms we know to
appear. After God’s Son came to earth, John wrote of Him that
He is the Word of God (John 1:1-5). John said that everything that
was made was made by Him. Genesis 1:2 tells us that after God the
Father and God the Son had created the earth, the Spirit of God was
“moving over the top of the waters.” We see, then, that all three
Persons of the Trinity were involved in creation.

Creation of man and woman. When God wanted to create the sky
and the sea, He spoke and they appeared. He spoke again and the dry
land, the plants and all animals came into being. When he wanted
to make man and woman, however, He took more care. He wanted
people to be special. In some ways man is just like the animals. In
other ways man is different from the animals. Man is more like God
and so can become God’s child. (How is man like the animals?
How is man different from the animals? How is man like God?)

A test of love. All of God’s creation was beautiful. But God wanted
to make a special place for his special friends, Adam and Eve. The
Garden of Eden was not only beautiful but it was also useful. It
provided everything Adam and Eve needed to make their lives happy
and complete. God even came there every day to talk with them. There
was only one problem with that beautiful and fruitful Garden. It had
a special tree in it. Adam and Eve were told not to eat the fruit of that
tree. They could have all they wanted of every other tree in the garden.
But they were not to eat of that one tree. Ask: Why do you think God
placed a tree in the Garden and then told Adam and Eve that they must
not eat of that tree? (God wanted to give Adam and Eve the chance to
show their love for Him by obeying Him. Did they love Him enough
to deny themselves the joy of eating the fruit of that tree?)

16



Finishing the study: Jesus once told His followers, “My way of
carrying a load is easy and My load is not heavy” (Matthew 11:30).
Living the way God tells us to live is not hard. It only means that
there are some things we do and other things we do not do because
we love Him. If we really love Him, His way is easy. If we do not
really love Him, His way is the hardest of all ways.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. How does creation show God’s love for beauty?
2. Why did God make one rule for Adam and Eve to obey?
3. How could Adam and Eve show their love for God?

Self-test Questions

. What two things did God first make?

. What did God need to do to create all things?

After light, list in order the next five groups of things God created.
. Name five things God made man able to do.

. What part of man lives forever?

. What were the first man and woman’s names?

. What part of Adam did God use to make woman?

. What place did God make for Adam and Eve to live?

. What was the best time of every day for Adam and Eve?

. What was God’s special purpose for making man?

SO UL AW —

[

17



W]
> __""__:.;.5 ;ﬁw

N

Main truth: When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they brought a
sin nature into all people.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand how sin came
into the world.

Preparing to teach: Why should the sin of a man and a woman many
years ago have any affect on people today? Paul explained it in Romans
5:12, “Sin came into the world by one man, Adam. Sin brought death
with it. Death spread to all men because all have sinned.” Because Adam
and Eve were the parents of all people, all people were affected by their
sin. The punishment for their sin was death. The fact that all people die
shows that all people have a part in Adam’s sin. This is what is called
original sin. Original sin does not make us guilty before God, but it does
mean that we cannot keep from sinning. We sin because we are sinful by

nature. It is those acts of sin that make us guilty before God.
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Getting started: Start this study by asking your students to explain
what sin is. To see what the Bible says about the question look at
Romans 14:23, James 4:17, I John 3:4 and I John 5:17.

Developing the study: There are five steps in this study: the rule
God made, the temptation to disobey, the sin, the punishment for
sin, and the hope of forgiveness.

The rule God made. God’s one rule was a simple one. There was no
reason for Adam and Eve to disobey it. They were never in need because
God had given them everything they would need. All that was expected
was that they should trust God. It is never hard to trust those we love.

The temptation to disobey. Remember that the name “Satan” means
enemy. Satan is the enemy of God and of anyone who tries to serve
God. When Satan came to Eve, he did not look like an enemy. He
looked like a friend and talked like a friend. He even offered to explain
God’s words to Eve. But he said that God did not mean what He said.
He said that God had told Eve something that was not true. Satan still
tries to make people think that the Bible does not mean what it says or
that it is all a lie. He can make disobeying God sound so appealing.

The sin. Eve’s sin was a simple thing. All she did was choose a
piece of fruit from the tree and take a bite of it. Eve could not sin
alone, though. Her first action was to involve Adam in her sin. That
is just the way sin is. It seems so easy and so innocent. Once we sin,
though, we immediately want to lead others into sinning.

The punishment for sin. Even before Adam and Eve faced God with
their sin they knew that something had changed. They had never
thought before about being naked. Now when they looked at each
other they saw the difference. They were ashamed to be naked. And
they did die just as God said they would. Although they still seemed
to be alive, something was dead inside them and they knew they
were under the sentence of death. They lost their beautiful garden
home, also. God drove them out and guarded the gate so that they
could not get back inside.
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The hope of forgiveness. God still loved Adam and Eve. He still
provided for them. And He had a plan for bringing them back to
Himself. It was many years before God put that plan into action, but in
time He sent Jesus. Jesus died even though He had never sinned. That
is why God could accept His death for our sins. Since He died in our
place, we can be forgiven of our sins and become children of God.

Finishing the study: This is a good place to present the plan of
salvation. Invite your students to receive God’s forgiveness by
repenting and turning from their sins.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Why did Satan tempt Eve instead of Adam?
2. Why are sinners so quick to involve others in sin?
3. How do we know that God loves us?

Self-test Questions

When Adam and Eve were first created, what did they do each day?
What did God say would happen if they ate from the wrong tree?
. What shape did Satan take?
. Satan told Eve they would not die. What did he say would
happen instead?
5. What did Eve do after eating the wrong fruit?
6. What two things caused Adam and Eve to know immediately
that they had sinned?
7. List four bad things that came into the world because of
Adam and Eve’s sin.
8. The clothes God made for Adam and Eve showed them He
would do what for them?
9. What two things do we need to do to have life forever in heaven?
10. How did God keep Adam and Eve from ever going back into
the Garden of Eden?

NN
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The Huge Boat

Main truth: God punishes sin but gives great gifts to those who
obey Him.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand that God’s gifts
and punishments may be slow in coming, but they are sure to come.

Preparing to teach: For more detail read the story of Noah and the
huge boat in the Bible in Genesis 6--9.

Getting started: Tell the story of Noah and the huge boat in your
own words. Or you may want to draw the story from your students
by asking them questions.

Developing the study: There are four points to be made in this
study: sin is terrible, God has made a way to escape the punishment
for sins, God’s punishment is sure, and God offers hope.

21



Sin is terrible. The sin of Adam and Eve seemed like such a small
thing, but see what happened over the years. People who came after
Adam and Eve fell into worse and worse sins. Finally they became
so evil that God decided to destroy them all--or all but one family at
least. Sin never grows up into goodness. It always sinks to worse
and worse sins. The new sins may have a finer appearance. They
may be more acceptable to people. But to God they are even more
terrible than the old sins.

God has made a way to escape the punishment for sins. With a great
flood on the way, where could a person go to find a place of safety?
God told Noah to build a huge boat. He would be safe there. The
boat was not just for Noah’s safety, though. It was to serve God’s
larger purpose. Only in serving that larger purpose could Noah find
safety. Noah’s safety was not in the boat but in obeying God.

God’s punishment is sure. For many years Noah’s neighbors had
laughed at him for building a huge boat. When he told them a great
flood was coming, they only laughed harder. There had never been
a flood before. As the years passed and Noah kept building his boat,
the people became even more sure that Noah was a fool. There
would never be a flood, they said. The flood came, though, just as
God said it would. When God closed the door of the boat and the
rain started, it was too late. All those people who had laughed at
Noah and kept on sinning were destroyed.

God offers hope. For those who had lived through that great flood, a
storm might always cause fear. Even today, many people are afraid
of storms. That is why God pointed to the rainbow and told Noah
that it was a sign of His promise to never again destroy the earth by
water. The rainbow is a part of nature. We know what causes it. But
it is a sign to us because God made it so. It helps us trust God.

Finishing the study: This story is a good picture of salvation. People, all
people, are sinners and stand under the judgment of God. They must be
destroyed for their evil acts. But God has made a way of escape through
His Son Jesus. Anyone who will take refuge in Jesus will be saved.
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Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. What might have happened if people would have believed when
they saw Noah building the boat?

2. What is the weather like when God gives us a rainbow?

3. How do you feel when you see a rainbow?

4. Does this story help you want to believe and obey God? Why
or why not?

Self-test Questions

1. What three words describe how people became after sin
entered the world?
What were Noah and his family like?
How big did God say Noah should build the boat?
Why did God tell Noah to build the boat?
What did the people who watched Noah building the boat call
him?
How long did it rain?
. Noah told his family that because they believed what God
said, what would not happen?
8. When their boat came to rest on a mountain, what did the
family do?
9. God gives us rainbows to remind us of what?
10. Today, God says that if we believe, love and obey him, where

will we be?
_________________________________________________________________________________
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God’s Plan

Main truth: God had a plan to make it possible for people to be
forgiven of their sins and find never-ending life.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand that the whole
Bible is about God’s plan for their salvation.

Preparing to teach: If you have time read Genesis 12 through
Exodus 13. Look also at I Corinthians 5, especially verse 7. See
what other verses you can find in the Bible that speak of Jesus as the
Lamb of God or of His dying for man’s sins.

Getting started: In your own way tell the story of the lives of Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. Observe that in each case God chose one out
of two or more. Point out that those He chose were not for salvation.
God wants every person to be saved. When God chose Isaac over

Ishmael and Jacob over Esau, He was working out His plan of salvation.
24



He was establishing a people through whom He could teach His law.
Paul called that law a teacher to bring us to Christ (Galatians 3:24).

Developing the study: This study can be divided into three parts: four
men of God, Moses and the king of Egypt, and Jesus is our Passover.

Four men of God. The Bible takes many pages to tell the stories of
Abraham, his son Isaac, his son Jacob, and his son Joseph. Jacob
was also called Israel. That is why we call the people who came
from him Israelites. These men were important because God began
to show His plan of salvation to them. In fact, they were part of
His plan. God showed His plan to Abraham and then carried it on
to each son that followed. In doing so He was forming a people
through whom He would send the promised Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Joseph was bought as a slave and taken into Egypt. He probably did
not understand it at the time, but that was a part of God’s great plan.
Through Joseph all the family of Jacob moved to Egypt. God had a
special reason for wanting them there.

Moses and the king of Egypt. Several hundred years later God used
Moses to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt. By that time all of
the people of Israel were slaves of the Egyptians. The Egyptians
did not want to lose their slaves and so would not let them go. God
brought ten terrible things on the Egyptians in order to force them
to let the Israelites leave. The last of those terrible things may have
been why God had had the Israelites move to Egypt many years
before. In killing the firstborn in every Egyptian home, God did
three things. He punished the Egyptians for their sinfulness and for
being mean to the Israelites. He showed His power to the Israelites
and so increased their faith. And He established the Passover as a
picture of His great plan of salvation.

Jesus is our Passover. The Apostle Paul wrote of Jesus as our
Passover lamb (I Corinthians 5:7). Just like the firstborn of every
home in Egypt, including both Egyptians and Israelites, we are
under the sentence of death for our sins. When the Israelites in
Egypt killed a Passover lamb and put its blood on their doors, they
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were free from the sentence of death. In that way the lamb died for
them. In truth, the lamb was only a sign that pointed to Christ. It is
the death of Christ that satisfies the demands of God and allows Him
to forgive the sins of anyone who calls on Him in Jesus name.

Finishing the study: This is another good time to invite your
students to repent of their sins, ask God to forgive them, and accept
Jesus as their Saviour.

e ——————————————————————————————————————...

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Can you think of any other things that happened in the Bible
that show the coming of Jesus like the Passover does?

2. Why was a lamb chosen to be a picture of Jesus?

3. Why could God accept the death of Jesus as the punishment
for our sins?

Self-test Questions

1. What did God call Abraham to be?
2. Jesus will make a way for everyone in the world to have
what?
. What is the punishment for sin?
. Joseph was first a slave and then became what?
5. Because the Egyptians were afraid of God’s people, what did
they do to them?
6. Who did God say must take the people out of Egypt?
7. The king of Egypt would not let the people leave even though God
had caused nine terrible things to happen to the Egyptians.
What was the tenth terrible thing?
8. What did Moses tell God’s people to do?
9. The people obeyed and God passed over them and they were
safe. What was that called?
10. Jesus, the perfect Lamb of God, gave His blood for us so that
we might escape what?
T —
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Te Good Rules

Main truth: God gave His people ten good rules to help them live
good lives.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand that God’s rules
are for our good.

Preparing to teach: Read Exodus 13:20--20:24. Read God’s ten
rules. Which ones do you think your students might find most
difficult to understand? Which ones do you think they might find
most difficult to obey? How can you help them understand better?
How can you encourage them to obey more perfectly?

Getting started: Remind your students of the last study and how

God forced the king of Egypt to let the Israelites go. This study
continues that story.

27



Developing the study: There are four parts to this study: crossing
the Red Sea, God took care of His people, God gave ten good rules,
and Moses quieted the peoples’ fear of God.

Crossing the Red Sea. Moses led the people to the Red Sea. But
there was no bridge, the sea was wide and they had no boats. How
were they to get to the other side? As they were wondering about
that, they saw the army of Egypt coming behind them. When they
understood that the Egyptians wanted to take them back to Egypt as
slaves again, they were troubled. They could not go forward. They
did not want to go back. They blamed Moses for leading them that
way. Just when they thought they were lost, God saved them. He
did something that no one ever thought was possible. He opened
a way through the water and the people walked across. When the
Egyptian army tried to follow, they were drowned. This was another
way God was trying to teach the people to trust Him.

God took care of His people. When the people got to the other
side of the Red Sea, they were in country that had almost no food
or water. Again the people did not know what to do. Again they
blamed Moses for taking them into such country. Again God took
care of His people. When the only water they could find was bad,
He taught Moses how to make it good. Then He gave them food that
came every day except the seventh day for forty years. The seventh
day was holy and the people should not work that day.

God gave ten good rules. When they got to Mount Sinai, Moses
went to the top of the mountain to talk with God alone. God told
Moses many things about how He wanted the people to live. Then
He put all those things into ten good rules. Those rules are still
important for anyone who wants to live a godly life. Go through the
ten rules with your students and be sure they understand them.

Moses quieted the peoples’ fear of God. While Moses was on
top of the mountain, the people saw lightning and heard thunder.
They did not know what had happened to Moses. They became
very frightened. Moses was on top of the mountain for many days.
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When he came down, he saw the people’s fear. He explained to
them that they did not need to fear God if they obeyed His ten rules.
God hates sin, but He loves people. He wants to make all people
happy and will do that if they will only follow His way.

Finishing the study: People often decide to live good lives and
obey God’s rules. Most people quickly discover that they cannot
live God’s way. What seems easy turns out to be difficult. The only
way to fully obey God’s rules is to ask Jesus to come into our hearts
and make us new people.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Why do you think the king of Egypt changed his mind?
2. Which rules are about God and which are about other people?
3. Did the people do what God says?

Self-test Questions

What did the King of Egypt do when he changed his mind?

What caused the people to be especially afraid?

What did God say in answer to their question, “What will we do?”

How did the people get across the Red Sea?

What happened to the army of Egypt?

What were two other ways God cared for His people?

Three months later what mountain did Moses go up to get
God’s rules?

8. When God came to Moses on the mountain, what did the people

see and hear?
9. What did God write on to give Moses the rules?
11. How did the people answer the ten rules?
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The Flerce Snakes

Main truth: God saved the people from the snakes in an unusual
way.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand that God’s ways
are not man’s ways.

Preparing to teach: Read Numbers 21:4-9. Then read John 3:14;
8:28; and 12:32-34. Also go back and study the second of the ten
good rules (Exodus 20:4). Consider if making the metal snake broke
that rule.

Getting started: You might begin by talking about snakes and why
most people are afraid of them. Remember that it was as a snake
that Satan tempted Eve in her beautiful garden home (Genesis 3:1).
In this study snakes did a valuable service even though they did not

mean to do so.
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Developing the study: This study can be divided into three points:
disappointment in the desert, God’s anger, and what we can learn
from this story.

Disappointment in the desert. Have you ever begun an action with
great hopes only to become disappointed and wished you had not
started? That is what happened to the children of Isracl. When
Moses had first gotten them to leave Egypt, they thought they were
going to leave all their troubles behind. They would no longer be
slaves. They would have land of their own and could do whatever
they wanted. But before they came to that happy end, they had to
pass through some very hard places. They needed food and water,
and they were very tired. Those hard places made them want to go
back to being slaves. Instead of thanking God for bringing them out
of slavery, they wanted to return to it. You might talk about some of
the hard places your students might face that would make them want
to go back into the ways of sin.

God’s anger. Moses had not led the people into the desert. God had.
In protesting against Moses, they were protesting against God. That
made Him very angry. He could have killed them all, but He did not.
Instead He sent snakes. The snakes could kill, too. The people knew
that. They knew they could all die. But God gave a way that the people
could be saved from the bites of the snakes. All they had to do was
look at the metal snake. Some students may wonder why God would
command Moses to make a snake when in the ten good rules He had
told them not to make any idol. This snake was not an idol. The people
did not worship the snake when they looked at it. They were simply
obeying God. Hundreds of years later the people did start worshiping
the metal snake. Then King Hezekiah destroyed it (2 Kings 18:4).

What we can learn from this story. Jesus said that His own death on
the cross would be like that metal snake on a pole (John 3:14). We
are all under the sentence of death because we have been bitten by
the snake of sin. If we will obey God and look to Jesus, we will live.
If we refuse to take God’s way, we will certainly die. That death will
be never ending.
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Finishing the study: People have many ways they think will save
them from the punishment of their sins. Some even say they have
no sins. Those who admit they have sins still think they can save
themselves, or they think God’s way is too simple, or that they will
follow some other teacher. The Bible tells us there is only one way
to be saved from our sins. That is through Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12).
Look to Him and live!

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. How could people who had been rescued from being slaves
want to go back to it?

2. Why do you think God used a snake in this story?

3. Why do people think God’s plan of salvation is too easy to be
true?

Self-test Questions

1. On the way to God’s promised land, what five things does the
book say were wrong with the people?

Whom did the people speak against?

What did they say to Moses?

To show His anger, what did God send into their camp?

What happened to the people because of the snakes?

What did they ask Moses to do?

How did God answer Moses?

What does the book say were the excuses people gave for not
believing this would work?

9. What happened to the people who did not believe?

10. What was the snake teaching?
e —-
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Jesus Will Come

Main truth: God told many things about the coming of Jesus before
He came.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand that God will
do what He says He will do.

Preparing to teach: The coming of Jesus is often spoken of in the
Old Testament, from Genesis 3:15 to Malachi 4:5-6. Three of the
best-known sayings are in Psalm 22, [saiah 53, and Micah 5:2. Read
these and other sayings you find in the Bible about the coming of
Jesus. Make a list of the details you find that you can show to be
true in the life of Jesus..

Getting started: This study covers a period of about fourteen
hundred years. God did many wonderful things for His people
during those years. He would have done many more wonderful
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things if they had really believed Him. During all those years when
so many of the people did not obey God, God was still working out
His plan for their salvation. He told the people many things about
that plan. Then finally, when the time was just right, God sent His
Son to die for the sins of the whole world.

Developing the study: There are three points to consider in this study:
the people enjoyed the promised land, God told the special leaders about
the coming of His Son, and some people believed but many did not.

The people enjoyed the promised land. When Moses led the people
of God out of Egypt, he told them that God was taking them to a
wonderful country that would belong to them and their children.
When they got there, they found it to be as wonderful as God had said
it would be. There they had everything they needed. They raised
families and enjoyed many good things. That is how God treats His
people. He gives them everything they really need to live happy lives.
That does not mean, though, that they will never have any troubles.
All people in this life have troubles, and some have more than others.
What it does mean is that God does what He says He will do.

God told the special leaders about the coming of His Son. God
always had special leaders for His people. Those leaders had many
duties. One of their duties was to keep telling the people about the
Son of God who would be born someday. That was God’s great plan
for saving all people from their sins. Here you will want to share the
things the book says that the special leaders told about the coming
One. Add any other things you have found in your reading. You
may want to ask your students to help you.

Some people believed but many did not. In the hundreds of years
between Moses and Jesus, there were always some people who believed
God. Others of the people either did not believe or thought more
about other things than they did about the things of God. Many of the
people, though, chose not to believe. That is, even if they were sure
God was telling the truth they refused to accept it. That was because
they wanted to do things their own way instead of God’s way.
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Finishing the study: People today are just like the people in the Old
Testament times. Some believe, some think more of other things
than they do about God, but many simply refuse to take God’s way.
Remember that God always means what He says. He will do what
He says He will do. The wise person is the one who believes what
God says and obeys Him.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. How does knowing what God said long before things happened
help us to believe?

2. Why do some people find it so hard to believe that God will
do what He says He will do?

3. What does this study teach us about waiting on God?

4. How would you answer someone who said that the things that
were true of Jesus just happened to be the same as the things
said of Him in the Old Testament?

Self-test Questions

1. After God’s people reached the promised land, what kind of
special house did they build?
2. What did the people use as a sacrifice for sin?
. God spoke to His special leaders about the coming, life and
death of Jesus. Who was one of these special leaders?
. How did Isaiah say the people would feel about Jesus?
. What did Isaiah say would be done to Jesus and why?
What animal did Isaiah say we are like and what have we done?
Jesus will be taken like what animal and what will happen to Him?
Where would Jesus be born and what would be true about His
mother?
. What did many people forget?
10. The few who did remember God’s words did what?
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Jesus Is Born

Main truth: At just the right time God sent His Son to die for the
sins of every person.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand that Jesus, the
Son of God, came to save us from our sins.

Preparing to teach: Read about the birth of Jesus in Matthew 1:18-
-2:18 and Luke 1:5--2:40. Be prepared to tell this story to your
students or to answer questions they might have about that wonderful
birth.

Getting started: How much do your students know about the birth
of Jesus? If the story is new to them, you could tell the whole story
as it is given in Matthew and Luke. If they know the story, you
could still tell it in shorter form.
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Developing the study: This study can be divided into three parts:
an angel spoke to Mary and Joseph, Mary and Joseph traveled to
Bethlehem, and the shepherds and the wise men worshiped the
baby Jesus.

An angel spoke to Mary and Joseph. Before the angel spoke to Mary,
she and Joseph were already planning to be married. When Mary
told Joseph that she was going to have a baby and that God Himself
was the father, Joseph could not believe it. What would you think if
you were a man and the girl you planned to marry told you she was
going to have God’s baby? You would not believe her either. That
is why the angel came to Joseph also. The angel told both Mary
and Joseph that the baby’s name would be Jesus. Jesus means “God
saves.” That is exactly the message Jesus came to bring. Not only
did He come to bring that message, He came to make it happen.

Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem. God had told one of His
special leaders hundreds of years before that the Saviour would be
born in Bethlehem. Maybe Joseph did not know about that. Maybe
he was not planning to take Mary to Bethlehem for the birth of her
baby. God used a king who was not a believer to make Joseph go to
Bethlehem at just the right time. Then Joseph decided to take Mary
with him. That is how it happened that Jesus was born in Bethlehem.
That is how God made His promise come true. God always makes
His promises come true. We can trust Him for that.

The shepherds and the wise men worshiped the baby Jesus. The
Bible tells about these two groups of men who came to worship
the baby Jesus. The shepherds stand for the poor, the common, the
working people. The wise men stand for the rich, the rulers, the
well-educated people. The shepherds had nothing to bring, and so
they brought only themselves. The wise men had great riches, and
so they brought rich gifts to the Saviour. Between the two groups
they stand for all people. Even today God calls all people to come
and worship Him through His Son. Those who come find that Jesus
really is the Saviour of sinners. He is God’s great plan for saving all
people from the punishment of their sins.
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Finishing the study: In closing share with your students these words
from the Apostle Paul: “But at the right time, God sent His Son. A
woman gave birth to Him under the Law. This all happened so He
could buy with His blood and make free all those who were held by
the Law. Then we might become the sons of God. Because you are
the sons of God, he has sent the spirit of His Son into our hearts.
The Spirit cries, ‘Father!’” (Galatians 4:4-6).

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. How would you act if angels appeared and spoke to you?

2. How does this story make you feel that you want to give God
your very best?

3. How does this help you to know that God is always on time?

Self-test Questions

What did the angel first say to Mary?

How did Mary answer the angel?

How did the angel say it would happen?

For what would Jesus be a sacrifice?

How did Joseph feel when Mary told Him what the angel had
said?

What did God say to Joseph in a dream?

Why did Mary and Joseph have to go to Bethlehem?

8. Where was the only place they could find to stay while in

Bethlehem?
9. How were the shepherds surprised?
10. What did three wise men see in the sky and what did they do?
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Nicodemus

Main truth: When we really believe that Jesus died for our sins, we
are born again with a new heart.

Aim of the study: To lead your students to accept Jesus as their own
Saviour.

Preparing to teach: Read the whole story of Jesus’ talk with
Nicodemus in John 3. Pray much for your students before this class
meets. Pray that any who are not yet Christians will accept Christ. If
you have the chance, talk before class with any students who are not
Christians and help them deal with any doubts they may have.

Getting started: Very early in His public ministry Jesus had trouble with
the important religious leaders in Jerusalem (see John 2:14-21). One of
those important religious leaders, however, wanted to know more about
what Jesus was teaching. He came to Jesus after dark to talk with Him.
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Developing the study: This study can be covered in three parts: Jesus
begins His public ministry, Jesus answered Nicodemus’ questions,
and Jesus shows God’s love for the world.

Jesus begins His public ministry. The Bible tells us very little about
the life of Jesus before He began His public ministry. Thirty years
old was considered the right time for a man to begin serving in a
public way. Jesus’ way of serving was to tell about God’s kingdom
and invite people to enter it. People had many false ideas about
the kingdom of God. Even the religious leaders did not really
understand. When Nicodemus, one of the religious leaders, heard
about the teachings of Jesus, he wanted to learn more. Although he
was already a famous religious leader, he still hungered to understand
God better. He was sure Jesus could help him and so he went to
Jesus with his questions. That is always a good thing to do.

Jesus answered Nicodemus’ questions. The talk between Jesus
and Nicodemus was a strange one. On the one hand, Jesus knew
Nicodemus’ questions before he asked them. On the other hand,
Nicodemus could not understand Jesus’ answers even after Jesus
explained them. Spiritual things are hard for any of us to understand.
We live in a world of things we can see and touch. We cannot see
or touch the things of the spirit, though. The world of the spirit is
a strange and foreign world to us. Jesus tried to help Nicodemus
understand the spiritual world better by using some word pictures.
Those word pictures were meant to help Nicodemus understand
things he could not see or touch. The word picture of the wind
teaches us that we do not have to understand how a thing works in
order to accept it as true. We do not have to understand how we are
born again in order to experience the new birth.

Jesus shows God’s love for the world. John 3:16 says, “For God
so loved the world that He gave His only Son. Whoever puts
his trust in God’s Son will not be lost but will have life that lasts
forever.” Jesus came to show us how much God loves us. If we
will love God in return, He will forgive our sins because of Jesus
and make us new.
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Finishing the study: You have had several other chances to invite
your students to accept Jesus as their own Saviour. Do so again.
Starting with the next study we will be talking more about how to
live as a Christian than how to become a Christian. It would be good
if all your students had become Christians before you move into the
area of Christian living. That does not mean that you should tell
anyone to stay away from the future studies, however.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Why do you think Nicodemus came to Jesus at night instead
of during the day?

2. How do Nicodemus questions show how serious he was?

3. Have you accepted Jesus great gift?

Self-test Questions

What kind of a son was Jesus?
What did Jesus do when He was thirty years old?
What was the first thing Jesus said to Nicodemus?
What was Nicodemus first question for Jesus?
Jesus said that your body is not born again but what is?
What did Jesus compare being born again to?
What did Jesus tell Nicodemus about His own death?
What story did Jesus tell Nicodemus to explain about His
death on the cross?
9. What will happen to the person who believes Jesus died in his
place?
10. What gift does Jesus want you to accept?
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How to Livé

Main truth: When we become Christians, God helps us live better
lives than we could live without His help.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand that God will
give them the power to live holy lives.

Preparing to teach: Look at the things the book lists to show how a
Christian should live. Think deeply about each one. Which ones do you
find most difficult? Which ones will your students find hardest to live?
What can you do to live a better Christian life? What will you do?

Getting started: When we become Christians, our greatest desire
is to live lives that please God. He loves us so much that He gave
His Son to die for us. Surely He is worthy of all our love. But how
can we know what will please Him? In the Bible, especially in the

teachings of Jesus, God shows what is pleasing to Him.
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Developing the study: This study can be developed in three points:
God wants us to live changed lives, some ways our lives should
change, and the power to live as a Christian.

God wants us to live changed lives. Since Adam and Eve first sinned,
all people have been sinners. Some people are worse than others,
and some people are very good. But the Bible says that “all men
have sinned” (Romans 3:23). Even the best people are still sinners
in the eyes of God. Because all people are sinners, they do not live
lives that are pleasing to God. When we become Christians we have
to leave our old lives of sin and begin to live in a new way. Very bad
people have to change the most, but even very good people will find
many ways their lives will change. Some of those changes happen
without us doing anything to make the change. But many of the
changes come only when we make a special effort to change.

Some ways our lives should change. Discuss with your students
the list of ways a Christian’s life is different. Some of these things
may seem easy to do. Surely some will be easier for some people
than for others. One person may find it easy to be as obedient as an
obedient child while another person may find that almost impossible.
He may try hard and still fall many times before he learns how to
live that important truth. Some people have a very giving nature.
Even before they become Christians they are willing to give freely
of whatever they have. Others are not so. They rarely give anything
to anyone, and when they do give they do so with a bad spirit. They
will have to develop the Christian grace of giving. That may not
be easy. In fact, to make all the changes any one of us must make
is impossible for us. We can never learn to live like a Christian
without the power of God working in us.

The power to live as a Christian. The power to live as a Christian
must come from God. The Bible says, “He gave the right and the
power to become children of God to those who received Him” (John
1:12). The Apostle Paul wrote, “I can do all things because Christ
gives me the strength” (Philippians 4:13). It is the strength Christ
gives that makes it possible for us to make the impossible changes in
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the way we live. Yet we must use that power. It is as we work with
God that our lives are changed into the likeness of Christ.

Finishing the study: We cannot simply choose the things we would
like to change when we become Christians and forget the other things.
All of these together show how a Christian lives. They show the life
that is pleasing to God, and that is the goal of every believer.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. What would it have been like to be able to sit on the ground
and listen to Jesus?

2. What does it mean to go beyond something?

3. If everyone lived the way Jesus said, how would life in this
world be different?

Self-test Questions

. After you are new-born, what does God want you to have?
. Where did Jesus teach the people?

. Jesus said we need to give up what?

. How obedient and believing should we be?

. We should not worry but we should do what?

. We need to go beyond what rules?

. How should we treat our enemy?

. List four things we need to do or not do concerning others.
. What did the people think?

. Because God loves us, He will give us what?
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A Boy
Main truth: God works through people to do things that seem
impossible.

and His Lunc

Aim of the study: To help your students learn to believe God in
all things.

Preparing to teach: To read this story in the Bible look at John 6:1-
14. You can find other reports of the same story in Matthew 14:15-21,
Mark 6:35-44 and Luke 9:12-17. Compare all four reports to get the
full story. Can you think of any times when God seemed to tell you to
do something you knew you could not do? Do you know of any stories
of Christians in your own country who have had such experiences?

Getting started: This story must have been very important to the
first Christians because all four of the Gospels include it. It can

teach us something very important about living by faith in Jesus.
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Developing the study: This study can be based on these three points:
five thousand hungry people, one little boy’s lunch, and everyone
satisfied.

Five thousand hungry people. When people heard that Jesus was
coming, many of them came to hear Him teach and see Him heal
the sick. Sometimes they walked a long way to find Him and stayed
many hours. This story tells about a time when more than five
thousand people came to hear Him. They were so interested in what
He was saying and doing that they must have stayed longer than
they expected to stay. In fact, they stayed until it was past their
usual time to eat. Jesus used that situation to teach His disciples
about faith. He told His disciples to feed the people. When they
pointed out how impossible that was, He showed them how faith
could meet the need.

One little boy’s lunch. Andrew, one of the disciples, found a little
boy who had brought a lunch with him. The five loaves the boy
had in his lunch were only small loaves. All five loaves and two
fish together were only enough for one small boy. The boy, though
hungry himself, was willing to give all he had to Jesus. That is an
important thing for us to remember. Only when we are willing to
give Jesus all we have can we expect Him to do great things for us. In
this case Jesus fed more than five thousand people with food enough
to feed only one small boy. The Bible says that was a special act of
God. Some people have tried to explain what happened in another
way. Some say that when the people saw the boy offer his lunch
they offered their lunches also. Others say that when the people saw
how unselfish the boy was they decided that they were not really
very hungry. They did not want to be taking food out of the mouth
of an innocent child. But the Bible is very clear. Jesus fed the whole
crowd with only one lunch. That was a special act of God.

Everyone satisfied. The Bible says that not only did everyone have
something to eat but that everyone had all they wanted. Not one
person had to go hungry. In fact, after everyone had eaten all they
wanted there was still food left over. That reminds us that Jesus is
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able to satisfy every need we have and still have something left over.
No one needs to go away without having their needs met. But like
the little boy, we must be willing to give Him all we have. Then we
must believe that He will give us everything we need.

Finishing the study: Use question number 3 in Questions for
Thought and Discussion. Let your students report their experiences
and discuss how Jesus has helped them. Ifno one has any experiences
to report, be prepared to share from your own experience or stories
you have heard.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Why do you think so many people wanted to see and hear Jesus?

2. Why do we find it so hard to do what Jesus tells us to do?

3. Has Jesus ever asked you to do something you thought was not
possible and then helped you to do it?

Self-test Questions

1. What did a boy have in his lunch?

2. How many people had come to hear Jesus teach?
3. What did Jesus tell His helpers they must do?

4. What concerned the helpers?

5. The boy with the lunch was willing to do what?
6. What did Jesus do with the lunch?

7. How did the lunch serve that large group?

8. How much food did they have?

9. What may Jesus have said to the boy?

0

10. God can do anything, but sometimes He wants what?
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The Good Neighbor
Main truth: God wants us to be kind to everyone, even to our
enemies.

1)

Aim of the study: To help your students examine their own actions
toward others.

Preparing to teach: This story is one of the best-loved stories Jesus
ever told. But it is recorded in only one place in the Bible (Luke
10:25-37). To make His point more strongly, Jesus made the hero
of the story a Samaritan. The Jews and the Samaritans had been
hated enemies for about five hundred years. The Jews thought of the
Samaritans as the worst kind of unbelievers. The two groups stayed
away from each other as much as possible.

Getting started: Ask, When we speak of someone being a “good

neighbor,” what do we mean? Let the class discuss the question for
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a time. Then explain that whenever we are trying to understand a
person, it is always a good idea to be sure to know what he means
by the words he uses. Words have meaning, but they do not always
have the same meaning. Especially they do not always have the
same meaning to different people. This study is about a man who
wanted to be sure of what Jesus meant by the word “neighbor.”

Developing the study: This study can be treated under three points:
a question about my neighbor, the answer in a story, and my neighbor
is anyone who needs my help.

A question about my neighbor. The man started by asking Jesus
about how to get to heaven. That is a good question and one worth
answering. Jesus answered the man by asking him how the Jewish
religious law answered it. Every good Jew knew the answer to
that question. In the Gospels that question is asked and answered
several times and always answered in the same way. In order to get
to heaven, we must love God and we must love our neighbor. But
that led to another question. Who is my neighbor? Is the Roman
soldier my neighbor? What about the man who cheats me or steals
my animals? If I am trying to live a good and holy life, is the man
who lives a very sinful life my neighbor?

The answer in a story. Instead of answering that question directly,
Jesus told a story. Here you might read the story from the book
or from the Bible, or you could tell it in your own words. Be sure
your students understand how much the Jews and the Samaritans
hated each other. Understanding that hate is very important to
understanding the story. Usually a Jew would not want help from a
Samaritan and a Samaritan would not offer help to a Jew.

My neighbor is anyone who needs my help. The story showed
what Jesus meant by the word “neighbor.” The man who asked the
question could answer his own question easily after he heard the
story. My neighbor is anyone and everyone. My neighbor is anyone
who needs help, and who does not need help at some time? Who
does not need a kind word or a friendly smile? My neighbor is
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anyone who offers to help me in my time of need. And is it not true
that our help sometimes comes from the most unlikely people?

Finishing the study: The real point of the story is not “who will be
kind to me?” The point is “who needs me to be kind to them?”” People
all around us need a friendly word and helping hand sometimes.
They need to know that God loves them. But they cannot see God.
How can they know of His love if they never see and feel love from
the people who say they are servants of God? This story shows us
how we should act toward others even if we do not agree with them
about spiritual things.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. What would you say about the two Jews who passed by the
man who had been hurt?

2. How did this story show who is our neighbor?

3. How could you be a better neighbor?

Self-test Questions

What did a man ask Jesus one day?

What two things did the man need to do?

What did the man wonder?

How did Jesus answer that question?

What two groups of people are talked about in the story Jesus
told?

What happened to a Jew traveling a lonely road?

How many Jews passed by the poor man?

What all did the Samaritan do for the poor man.

Which of the three men who saw the poor man was a good
neighbor to him?

10. Who is our neighbor?
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The Good Shepherd
Main truth: Like a shepherd cares for each of his sheep, Jesus cares
for us and wants every believer to be kept safe.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand the great love
Jesus has for them.

Preparing to teach: While the Bible often speaks about sheep and
shepherds, the story in this study is found only in Luke 15:3-9. The
people who heard Jesus tell the story knew something about sheep and
shepherds. They knew that sheep are not considered to be very smart.
They understood the importance of the shepherd’s care for the sheep. If
you do not know much about either, see what you can learn about them.
Think about how people are like sheep and how Jesus is like a shepherd.

Getting started: Start by speaking about sheep and shepherds. Tell what
you have learned about sheep and how the shepherd takes care of them.
51



Developing the study: This study can be treated under four heads:
Jesus knows His sheep, Jesus loves His sheep, Jesus takes care of
His sheep, and we are His sheep.

Jesus knows His sheep. In Jesus’ day shepherds knew everything
about each one of their sheep. He knew its name. He knew what
it liked and what it did not like. He knew its strengths and it
weaknesses. He knew what it looked like and how to talk so that
the sheep could understand. Jesus knows everything about us. He
knows us by name. He knows what we like and what we do not like.
He knows our strengths and our weaknesses. He knows just how to
talk with us so that we can understand Him.

Jesus loves His sheep. Not only does Jesus know His sheep, but He
also loves each one. He does not love them because they are easy
to love. He does not love them because they are wise or good. He
loves them because love is His nature. He loves His sheep because
of what He is, not because of what they are. Some of His sheep are
not easy to love, but He loves them. Some of them are not wise or
good, but He still loves them. He loves them because He is love. He
loves them so much that He was willing to die for each one. That is
the greatest love there is.

Jesus takes care of His sheep. Because Jesus loves His sheep, He
wants to take care of them. Because He knows His sheep, He knows
just what they need and how to meet those needs. He knows that
each sheep is different and needs different care. But He is able to
give each sheep the best care possible. When they need water, He
gives them water to drink. When they need food, He gives them
good things to eat. When they are troubled, He gives them peace.
When they are hurt, he heals them.

We are His sheep. Jesus told the story about how the shepherd takes
care of his sheep. What He was really talking about was how He
takes care of us. He knows us, loves us, and takes care of us just like
a good shepherd knows, loves, and takes care of his sheep.
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Finishing the study: Urge your students to trust Jesus just as a
sheep must trust the shepherd. The sheep knows the voice of the
shepherd. It will follow its own shepherd but will not follow any
other. In the same way the followers of Jesus must recognize His
voice and follow Him.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. How are we like sheep?
2. What does Jesus’ story tell us about God?
3. What should you do if you are like a lost sheep?

Self-test Questions

What did Jesus say He was like?

Who are the Good Shepherd’s sheep?

What did Jesus say He did for the sheep?

In the story Jesus told, what did the shepherd do at the end of
the day?

One night the shepherd could count only how many?

What did the shepherd do when he found one was missing?

How does God feel about you?

Why are all of us lost sheep?

If you feel you have gone too far away that you cannot be
helped, that is not true. What should you do?

10. What five things will the Good Shepherd do for you?
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The Lost Son

Main truth: Like a loving Father, God still loves us even when we
do not love Him.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand how deep God’s
love is for them.

Preparing to teach: This story is told in Luke 15:11-32. Read it
there for more detail. Can you think of other examples of a father’s
great love for his children?

Getting started: This story is a like the story we studied last time.
Both the lost sheep and the lost son were lost through their own
foolishness or carelessness. The story of the lost son, though, teaches
us the importance of repentance.

54



Developing the study: There are five things we might consider in
this study: a selfish son, a careless son, a repenting son, a loving
father, and a forgiving father.

A selfish son. The son had no claim on the money he demanded
until after his father’s death. Only after the father died would the
money he had at that time be divided between his two sons. The
younger son, though, was not willing to wait. Without any thought
of his father’s wants or wishes, he demanded the money. His only
concern was with what he wanted.

A careless son. As soon as the son got the money, he left home and
went far away into another country. He did not like living where
his father could see or know what he was doing. He wanted to have
a good time. He wasted the money his father had worked so hard
to earn over many years. Jesus did not say how much money was
involved. But it probably was enough that it could have given the
son a good start in life. Instead, he spent it on rich food, strong drink
and false friends. Soon the money was gone. Then hard times came
to that country. Food became hard to find. That pointed up the son’s
foolishness more than any other thing could have done.

A repenting son. Finally the day came when the son understood
what a foolish thing he had done. He knew that even in hard times
the men who worked for his father never went hungry. They would
have everything they needed because his father was a wise and
careful man. Because he understood how foolish he had acted, he
was ashamed to return to his father. But because he had no other
place to go, he decided to go to his father. He could not expect his
father to receive him as a son after what he had done. But maybe his
father would allow him to be a worker on the family farm.

A loving father. As soon as the son left his father’s house, the father
could have forgotten him. Some fathers have done that and others have
tried to do it. This father, though, really loved his son. He could not
forget him. Every day the father watched for the son to return. Because
he loved his son, he would not be satisfied until he came home.
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A forgiving father. When the son came to his father in repentance,
the father freely forgave him.

Finishing the study: God is like the father in this story. He loves
us and is more than willing to forgive us if we will only return to
Him. That does not mean that we are free to continue in sin. But it
does mean that if we fall into sin He will welcome us back when we
return to Him.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Are you interested in fun and excitement more than the things
of God?

2. Instead of hungering for food, we should hunger for what?

3. We should not have to learn things the hard way, but we
should learn them how?

4. How much does God love us?

Self-test Questions

1. The story Jesus told this time was about what three people?

2. What did the younger son want?

3. What did he do with his money?

4. When he had no more money, what happened?

5. What kind of job did he get?

6. As he was feeding pigs one day, what did he think about
doing?

7. While the son was gone, what did his father do?

8. When the father saw his son coming, what did he do?

9. What did the father tell a worker to do?

0. What does God remind us of?
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Main truth: A lonely man found the Friend of sinners.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand that God loves
them and wants them to love Him.

Preparing to teach: You can read this story in Luke 19:1-10. Think
deeply on the Questions for Thought and Discussion. Try to think
of the situation of Zacchaeus in terms of people you know. How
many people do you know that you find it hard to love? How will
they find God?

Getting started: This story is about how a lonely man found
Jesus to be a Friend above all other friends. That man’s name was
Zacchaeus. He was not a nice man. You probably would not want
to be his friend. But Jesus wanted to be his Friend because Jesus
loves all people.
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Developing the study: This study can be divided into three parts:
Zacchaeus was a lonely man, then Jesus came, and Zacchaeus found
a whole new way of life.

Zacchaeus was a lonely man. There was a good reason why no
one wanted to be friends with Zacchaeus. He was a tax collector.
In fact, he was a tax farmer. That means that he had agreed with
the government to collect a certain amount of taxes. Any money
he collected more than that he could keep for himself. The more
money he collected, the more money he could keep. In that way he
became very rich. The poor people who paid taxes felt that he had
cheated them, not just one or two times but many times. It is no
wonder they did not like him. But there was another reason some
people did not like Zacchaeus. He was shorter than other men.
That is not a very good reason to not like a person, is it? You may
want to discuss with your students other poor reasons people have
for not liking someone.

Then Jesus came. Zacchaeus had heard about Jesus. Everyone
had heard about Jesus. Zacchaeus may have heard that Jesus was
kind to all sorts of people. When he heard that Jesus was coming
to his town, he wanted to see the Man everyone was talking about.
But because he was so short, he could not see over the heads of the
people in front of him. Maybe, also, the people would not let him
through to the front of the crowd because they did not like him.
That is how most people treat people they do not like. There was
a large tree there. Maybe there were boys in the tree. Children,
especially boys, like to climb to be able to see what is happening.
Zacchaeus may have felt foolish about climbing a tree, especially if
several boys were already in the tree. But he did want to see Jesus.
We, too, may feel foolish when we try to come to Jesus. If we
make that effort, though, we will never be sorry for it. Zacchaeus
certainly was not.

Zaccheaus found a whole new way of life. Jesus spoke to Zacchaeus,
and his whole way of life changed. In the first place, he had found
a Friend. It makes so much difference just to have one true friend.
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Because of his new-found Friend, Zacchaeus made two promises.
First, he would stop cheating people when they paid their taxes.
Second, anyone he had cheated in the past he would pay back four
times as much. That second promise must have cost him a great
amount of money. It was worth every bit it cost him in order to
show his love for his new Friend. He was happy to do it.

Finishing the study: Jesus accepts you where you are and how you
are, but He does not leave you as you are.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Why did Zacchaeus feel lonely?

2. Why do people not like those who are different from
themselves?

3. Why do you think Jesus decided to go to Zacchaeus house?

Self-test Questions

Where did Zacchaeus live.
What was Zacchaeus work?
Why did people not like him?
More than anything, what did Zacchaeus want?
What did Zacchaeus hear the people on the street saying?
Because Zacchaeus could not see over the large crowd, what
did he do?
What did Jesus say when he looked up at Zacchaeus?
. How did Zacchaeus feel after Jesus spoke to him and what
did he do?
9. After meeting Jesus and having his life changed, what did
Zacchaeus tell Jesus?
10. What did Jesus say to Zacchaeus after Zacchaeus admitted that
he had done wrong?
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Jesus Died for Us
Main truth: Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died for the sins of all
people.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand that because
Jesus died for them they can have eternal life.

Preparing to teach: The death of Jesus is the main truth of the
whole Bible. All four of the Gospels report it in detail. You may
want to read Matthew 26 and 27, Mark 14 and 15, Luke 22 and 23,
and John 13 through 19.

Getting started: In this study we come to the most important truth
in the Bible. All other truths in both the Old Testament and the New
Testament point forward to it or back to it. All the sacrifices of the
Old Testament point to Christ on the cross. Every blessing in the

New Testament points to His death.
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Developing the study: This study can be treated in three parts: the
trial of Jesus, the death of Jesus, and the reason for His death.

The trial of Jesus. 1t is very important that your students understand
that Pilate could find no wrong in Jesus. Pilate was not for Jesus or
against Him. He only wanted to follow the law. He listened to the
charges against Jesus and then examined Him. Jesus’ enemies were
the religious leaders. They could not prove the things they were
charging against Jesus. They could only make false charges. Pilate
finally understood that the charges were false. He decided that Jesus
was innocent. The religious leaders, though, would not let Pilate
release Jesus. They got the crowd to demand that Jesus be killed on
a cross. Some people think that this was the same crowd that had
praised Jesus before and called Him the Saviour God had promised.
But thousands of people lived in Jerusalem and thousands more had
come to Jerusalem for a religious holiday. Most of the people in the
crowd that demanded Jesus’ death probably were not in the other
crowd. That is still true today. Many people praise Jesus while
many others oppose Him.

The death of Jesus. In order to keep the peace, Pilate finally allowed
Jesus to be killed on a cross. He knew that was not right, but he was
afraid of the crowd and the religious leaders. Death on a cross was
one of the most cruel deaths. Any man who was killed that way
suffered much before he died. Even in His suffering, Jesus prayed
for those who nailed Him on the cross. He knew that He was dying
for their sins just as He was dying for the sins of all people.

The reason for His death. Jesus also knew that His death was not
an accident. Instead it was the very reason He had come to earth.
If He had not died on the cross, His whole life would have been
without meaning. We cannot be saved from our sins because of
His teachings or His wonderful works. We are saved from our sins
because He died for us.

Finishing the study: We do not have to understand how Jesus’
death can save us from our sins. We are saved from our sins only
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by accepting that it is so. Being a Christian is not because we
understand but because we believe. Christians are believers. That
does not mean that what Christians believe is not true. It only means
that the wisdom of God is greater than the wisdom of any man. We
should not expect to be able to understand God. We must accept
Him by faith.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. How does Jesus prayer in the garden show He was also human?

2. Do we have to be careful when we become part of some crowds?

3. How is it better to have one sacrifice, once for all for everyone
than to have to have animal sacrifices over and over?

4. We not only can have our sins forgiven through Jesus, what
more can we have?

Self-test Questions

[

. What made the rulers very angry and full of hate?

. Jesus knew it was time for God’s plan to be finished. That
meant it was time for what?

. In a lonely garden, what did Jesus pray?

. How did Pilate, the ruler, feel about Jesus.

. How did the crowd answer Pilate?

. How did the soldiers treat Jesus?

. What was Jesus prayer on the cross?

. What does sin do to people?

. Before Jesus came, what did God have the people do for their sins?

. Jesus gave His blood once for what?
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Jesus Is Alive!

Main truth: Jesus died for our sins and rose again to give us new life.

Aim of the study: To help your students understand why Jesus’
coming back to life is so important for them today.

Preparing to teach: All four of the Gospels give more detail about
this study. You may want to read Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24
and John 20 and 21.

Getting started: Jesus really died on the cross. After three days He
came back to life. That is the most important fact in the history of
man. All of our understanding of life must be based on that fact.

Developing the study: In this study we will look at how five people
or groups reacted to Jesus’ death or rising again. First we will look
at how Joseph reacted to the death of Jesus. Then we will look at
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how four groups reacted to Jesus’ rising from death: the soldiers, the
women, the followers, and ourselves.

Joseph. Joseph was a good man. The Bible says that he was a
secret follower of Jesus. When he went to ask for the body of Jesus,
though, that was a very public act. That act told everyone that
he loved Jesus. There may be a time to be a secret follower. But
sometimes secret followers may have to say publicly that they are
followers of Jesus.

The soldiers. The soldiers were not believers. They may have
thought it was foolish to be guarding the body of a dead man. They
did not laugh, though, when they saw the power of God. Many
people in those days thought that some god caused earthquakes.
They thought that an earthquake meant that something bad was
going to happen. The soldiers did not understand that in this case
the earthquake meant that something good was happening.

The women. The women went to mourn the dead Jesus and found
the living Jesus. They believed what the angel told them, and yet
they still doubted. They thought it was too good to be true. When
they saw Jesus Himself, they believed and their sorrow was turned
into great joy.

The followers. Jesus had told His followers many times that He
would be killed and would rise from the dead on the third day. But
they did not understand or believe Him. No one had ever come
back to life like that before. They could not believe that Jesus meant
what He was saying. Even after the women told about seeing Jesus
alive, some of His followers did not believe. Those who did believe,
though, were more happy than they had ever been before.

Us. Now Jesus tells us that because He lives we, too, can have life
that never ends. Even if we die, we will live again. If we believe,
we can experience great joy. But if we do not believe, we we will
go on in our sin and sadness.
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Finishing the study: This study again gives a good chance for you
to urge your students to believe in Jesus.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. What do you think the soldiers on guard thought about Jesus
after the earthquake?

2. What would you have thought if you went to the place where
Jesus was buried and saw that He was not there?

3. Would you have believed the women when they said they had
seen Jesus alive?

Self-test Questions

. Who went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus?
. What did the man do with the body of Jesus?
. How was Jesus body protected?
. What happened on Sunday morning three days after Jesus died?
. What did the soldiers on guard do?
. What did the angel tell the women to do?
. Jesus met the women after they left and spoke to them. What
did the women do?
. What did the women say to His followers?
9. What did the followers know was true because Jesus was alive?
10. What does Jesus say to you and me?
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Main truth: After appearing to His followers many times over forty
days, Jesus returned to His Father in heaven

Aim of the study: To help your students know that Jesus really did
come back from the dead and that He wants to take care of them
now and always.

Preparing to teach: Read again the Bible chapters you read for the
last study. Then read Acts 1:1-11. Think about what questions your
students might have about Jesus’ coming back from the dead and
returning to heaven. What answers can you give to their questions?

Getting started: This study continues our last study. We will
consider some other times when Jesus appeared to His followers
after He came back from the dead. Then we will consider Him as

He returns to heaven and what that means for us.
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Developing the study: This study can be divided into four parts:
Jesus appeared to His followers, Jesus appeared to Thomas, Jesus
went back to heaven and we must wait until He comes again.

Jesus appeared to His followers. Jesus wanted His followers to know
for sure that He had risen from the dead. That is why He appeared to
them so many times. One of the first times he appeared was to the
group of His twelve special followers. Not all twelve were there,
though. Judas had killed himself because he had betrayed Jesus.
And for some reason Thomas was not there. Before Jesus appeared
to the other ten, some of them almost believed the report of the
women. Others of them were sure that the women were mistaken.
When Jesus appeared, they all believed right away.

Jesus appeared to Thomas. When the ten told Thomas that they had
seen Jesus, he did not believe. He treated their report just as some of
them had treated the report of the women. But like the ten, as soon as
Jesus appeared to him Thomas believed. Then Jesus said an unusual
thing. He said, “Blessed are those who have not seen Me and still
believe.” He was talking about us. Not one of us has ever seen Jesus
in the body. We see Him only by faith. We trust the word of those
who did see Him. For that Jesus gives us a special blessing.

Jesus went back to heaven. Jesus appeared to His followers enough
so that they were sure that He had risen from the dead. Then He went
back to heaven. His work on earth was finished. He had completed
what He had left heaven to do. Nothing more remained to be done.
By His life, death and rising again, He had made it possible for
anyone to be forgiven of his sins. Now it was up to people. Would
they accept what he had done for them? He hoped they would. But
to help them He sent the Holy Spirit to live in them. He also took
His place at His Father’s side. There He always prays to the Father
for those who believe in Him.

We must wait until He comes again. Before He went back to heaven,
Jesus told His followers that He would come again some day. He
would come to take them to heaven to be with Him always. Believers
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are still waiting and watching for Him to come. He will come. He
will take believers to be with Him. First He will take those believers
who have died. Then He will take those who are still living at the
time. They will all be happy together with Him forever.

Finishing the study: Ask if your students have any questions about
the things we have been talking about in these studies. Do the best
you can to answer those questions. Write down any questions you
cannot answer and to try to find the answers before the group meets
next time.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Why was it hard for Jesus’ followers to believe until they saw Him?

2. How would you explain the Holy Spirit to another person?

3. How would you answer someone who said that Jesus is never
coming again?

Self-test Questions

1. After Jesus was alive again, how long did He stay on the earth?

2. One of the times Jesus was seen, He was seen by what large
number of people?

3. What did Jesus tell His followers to look at to prove that it
really was Him?

4. What follower was missing when Jesus first appeared to His
followers?

5. When Thomas saw Jesus, what did he say?

6. Jesus told Thomas who would be blessed?

7. At the end of forty days, where did Jesus and a large crowd go,
and what did Jesus do for them?

8. What will it be like when Jesus comes back to earth?

9. What does the Holy Spirit in the heart of the believer do?

10. While Jesus is with God, what is He doing?
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Choosing to Belong
Main truth: Even though Jesus died for us, we still must choose to
belong to God.

Aim of the study: To help your students choose to follow Jesus.

Preparing to teach: This study cannot be entered into without much
prayer. Pray for each of your students by name. For those who have
not yet accepted Christ, pray that they will accept Him by the close
of this study. For those who have recently accepted Him, pray that
they will become stronger and more sure in their faith.

Getting started: We all make many choices every day. Some of
those choices are easy and some are hard. Some choices have little
importance and some have great importance. What we do about
Jesus is the most important choice we will ever make. May God

help us each one to make the right choice.
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Developing the study: This study can be developed using the four
points printed in the book.

You must believe that God exists. Most people who have ever lived
have believed that there is a God. If you are one of the few people
who say they do not believe there is a God, look around you. Look
at something as common as your hand. Can you really believe that
such a wonderful thing just happened? Whittaker Chambers was a
Communist. He did not believe there was a God until one day he
watched his young daughter’s hand. He decided that Someone must
have designed such a thing as a hand and that that Someone must be
God. That was his first step in becoming a Christian.

You must have faith in God. Faith is not difficult to understand. It
simply means that you believe God. You often believe people. You
believe people who may not know the truth of what they are saying.
Sometimes you even believe people that you know have told you
things that were not true. You believe people because you want to
believe them. You want to believe that what they are saying is true.
Why, then, do you find it hard to believe God? He loves you. He is
all-wise. He knows everything. His very nature is truth. He cannot
lie. He cannot be mistaken. You can safely believe what He says
about you, about sin, and about being free from your sins. The only
question is, do you want to believe Him? Will you choose to believe
Him?

You must be sorry for your sins and turn from them. God says that
you have sinned against Him and that your sins make you worthy of
death. Do you believe what God says? If you do, you will be sorry
for your sins. You will be sorry that you have sinned against God.
You will be sorry enough to tell Him you are sorry and ask Him to
forgive you. You will be sorry enough to ask God to help you stop
sinning against Him.

You must trust Jesus. The main truth of the Bible is that Jesus,
God’s Son, died for sinners. Because He died for you, your sins can
be forgiven. You do not have to understand that, but you do have
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to believe God and trust in Jesus. When your sins are forgiven, you
become a child of God. Then Jesus will keep you and help you. He
will make it possible for you to live a life pleasing to God.

Finishing the study: Once again, urge any of your students who
have not yet accepted Christ to do so now.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. How important are you to God?
2. When is the best time to ask God to make you His child?
3. If you have not yet accepted Jesus as your Saviour, why not?

Self-test Questions

. When did God choose you for Himself?

. What did God plan for you, and what did He make for you?

. What are four things you must do to be God’s child?

. What is faith?

If you are sorry for your sins and bring them to God, what will
He do?

. What does it mean to trust in Jesus?

. When did Jesus make heaven possible for us?

What are three things that will be true if you will accept His gift?

. Why is it possible for us to pray to God in our own way?

. In the prayer printed in the book, what are you sorry for and

what do you believe?
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Tell Others

Main truth: Jesus called four men to be His helpers in telling people
how they can have their sins forgiven.

Aim of the study: To help your students become helpers in sharing
the good news.

Preparing to teach: You can find this story in Luke 5:1-11. Read
also Matthew 28:18-20.

Getting started: Have any of your students become Christians
during the study of this book? If so, you might give them a chance
to tell about the change in their lives. Then point out how much
their friends and neighbors need to hear the good news about how to
become Christians.
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Developing the study: This study can be treated in three parts: Jesus
taught from a boat, Peter caught many fish, and Jesus called men to
fish for men.

Jesus taught from a boat. Everywhere Jesus went people crowded
around to hear Him. Sometimes they crowded so close that He did
not have room to stand. Once He solved that problem by getting
into a boat and having the boat owner push out a little from the
beach. That may seem like an unusual thing to do, and it was. But
Jesus often did things that other people never thought of doing.
He did not do them just to be different, though. He did them
because they were right or because they helped people. We, too,
should be willing to do things differently if it is right to do them
or if they help people.

Peter caught many fish. Peter caught fish to earn a living and provide
for his family. He knew all about fishing. He knew where the fish
might be. He knew the best time of day to catch them. He knew just
how to throw out his net and draw it in again. He knew how to get
the fish into his boat. He knew just how to take the fish to market.
When Jesus told Peter to let down his net, Peter was sure that there
were no fish there to be caught. But he did what Jesus told him to
do. That is an important point for us. Even in something that we
know very well, we should still obey Jesus. If we know more about
something than most people, He still knows far more about it than
we do. He wants to help us. He wants to do us good. If we trust
Him, we will do just what He says.

Jesus called men to fish for men. Peter and his helpers caught fish
for a living. That is why Jesus called them to be fishers of men. If
we are farmers or teachers or in some other kind of work, Jesus
might use a different word picture to express His call to us. The
meaning of His call would still be the same. He calls us to bring
people to Him. Men catch fish to eat them or use them in some
other way. When we bring people to Jesus, we do it for their good.
Without Jesus they are lost in sin and going toward that place of
punishment prepared for Satan and his bad angels. Only if someone
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brings them to Jesus can their lives be turned around. They, too, can
have their sins forgiven and receive the gift of life that never ends.
But who will tell them? Jesus calls you and me to do that.

Finishing the study: Jesus commands us to “go to all the world and
preach the Good News to every person.” Will you go? Do you love
your family members, neighbors and friends enough to tell them
about Jesus? Do you care if they go to hell? Would you like to
know that they were going to heaven?

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Are you afraid to tell others about what God has done for you?
Why?

2. What will happen to your friends if they die before they come
to Jesus?

3. What can you do to bring your friends to Jesus?

Self-test Questions

[

. Before we were God’s child, what was true about our mind?

Because Jesus has brought you to God by His death on the
cross, what do you have?

3. What can we do with this good news?

4. Whose boat did Jesus speak from one day?

5. After Jesus finished talking, what did He tell Peter to do?

6. What did Peter tell Jesus?

7. How was Peter surprised?

8
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. What did Jesus say to the helpers, Andrew, James and John?
. How can we be Jesus’ helpers?
. What does Jesus say to us?
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Heaven
Self-test Answers - Page 11

. Heaven is God’s home.

God wants heaven to be your home, too.

People will not argue or fight. They will not hurt each other
with words. They will not steal or lie.

I love you. You are family. You are accepted just as you are.

God takes away all our tears.

They will come from all over the world.

God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit made our home in heaven.

They are called the Trinity.

“Trinity” means the Three-in-One God: Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.

It tells you how to become God’s child.

Angels Good and Bad
Self-test Answers - Page 14

. Genesis, Jude and Isaiah.

They help Him, worship Him, listen to Him and obey Him.

Angels have no bodies except when they need them. They are
more powerful than people.

Lucifer.

It means the morning star or the one who carries light.

He made him a head leader over many angels.

Lucifer had the sin of pride.

He wanted to be like God, to be number one and to sit in
God’s place.

Lucifer got about one-third of the angels to rebel against God.

. The good angels who followed God fought the bad angels

who followed Lucifer. Lucifer and the bad angels lost.
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Creation
Self-test Answers - Page 17

. He created the heavens and the earth.

All God had to do was speak to create all things.

Sky, land and sea; trees and plants; sun, moon and stars; fish
and birds; and large and small animals.

He made him able to love, think, speak, choose for himself
and be responsible for his choices.

A man’s soul lives forever.

The man was called Adam and the woman was called Eve.

He used a bone from Adam’s side.

He made the Garden of Eden for them.

The best time of the day for them was when they talked with God.

God wanted Adam and Eve to love Him, talk with Him, and be
His children.

Sin
Self-test Answers - Page 20

They talked with God.

Everything would change, and one day they would die.

Satan took the shape of a snake.

They would become like God.

She ran to give some to Adam.

They were ashamed that they were naked, and they were afraid
to talk with God.

The four things were pain, sickness, hate and hurts of all kinds.

He would provide for them and protect them.

We must believe that Jesus gave His life for us, and we need to
repent and turn from our sins.

God put angels at the gate with a shining sword.
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The Huge Boat

Self-test Answers - Page 23

. They became evil, selfish and cruel.

They loved and obeyed God.

. It was to be big enough to carry a male and female of every

kind of animal.

God was going to send a flood to destroy the world and all the
people in it because they were so evil.

They called him a fool.

It rained forty days and nights.

God would not punish them.

They came out into a fresh, washed world and thanked God.

He reminds us that He has promised to never again send a
flood to destroy the world.

We will be in a safe place.

God’s Plan

Self-test Answers - Page 26

God called him to be the father of a nation of people.

Jesus will make a way for them to have life that never ends.

Death is the punishment for sin.

Joseph became ruler in Egypt.

The Egyptians made God’s people be their slaves.

Moses was called to take the people out of Egypt.

The first-born person in every family would die.

“Take a perfect lamb and kill it. Put its blood on top of your
door and on each side of the door.”

It was called the Passover.

. If we ask Him to cover our sins with His blood, we will escape

punishment of never-ending death.
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Ten Good Rules
Self-test Answers - Page 29

. He sent His army after God’s people to bring them back to Egypt.

1
2. The Red Sea was before them and the army of Egypt was behind them.

3
4.
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. He said, “I will rescue you.”

God opened a path through the Red Sea and the people walked
across on dry ground.

God made the water close on them and they drowned.

He gave them water and He gave them food.

He went up Mount Sinai.

They saw lightning and heard thunder.

He wrote the rules on two flat pieces of stone.

They said, “We will do what God says.”

The Fierce Snakes
Self-test Answers - Page 32

They were hot, tired and unhappy. Their feet hurt. They did not
like the food.

They spoke against God and Moses.

“This trip is so difficult! We wish we were back in Egypt.”

He sent fierce snakes.

The snakes bit them and they began to die.

They asked him to pray for them. They wanted him to ask God
to take away those terrible snakes.

He told Moses He would give a cure for the snake bite. They were
to make a snake out of metal and put it on a very high pole.
Then they were to look at it with faith in God’s cure, and they
would not die.

They were: “That’s an insane idea.” “That’s too easy.” “That’s
impossible.” “I can save myself.” “I will wait until later.”

Those who did not believe died.

. It was teaching about Jesus Who would come into the world

many years later.
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Jesus Will Come

Self-test Answers - Page 35

. They built a house to worship God.

. They used the blood of animals as a sacrifice for sin.

. Isaiah was one of these special leaders.

. He said they would hate Him.

. He said He would be crushed for our sins. He would be punished

so that we can have peace.

. We are like sheep and we have gone the wrong way.
. He will be taken like a lamb and be put to death.
. He would be born in Bethlehem and His mother would be one

who had never had a man.

. They forgot the words of God.
. They believed His words and waited.

Jesus is Born
Self-test Answers - Page 38

. “Do not be afraid, Mary. You are honored very much. God has

chosen you. You will become a mother and have a Son. You
must call Him Jesus.”

. “How can this happen? I have never had a man.”
. The power of God would cover her. God would make the baby

grow inside of her.

. He would be a sacrifice for every person’s sin.
. He was troubled.

“Joseph, it is just as Mary has said. Do not be afraid to marry her.”

. The king of the land said every man must go to the place of his

birth and be counted.

. They stayed in the place where animals sleep.

A bright light appeared. An angel said, “I bring you good news of
great joy. Tonight Jesus is born! Go and see for yourselves!”

A special star came into the sky. They traveled to Jesus with
gold and rich gifts.
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Nicodemus
Self-test Answers - Page 41

. He grew strong and tall. He helped His father and mother. He

obeyed them.

He began to tell people about God’s plan.

“You cannot go to heaven unless you are born again.”

“Teacher, how can this be? How can a man get into his mother’s
body and be born the second time?”

It is your heart that is born again.

“You do not know how the wind blows.”

“Soon the people who hate Me will put Me to death on a cross.”

“Do you remember how Moses lifted up the snake? The people
did not die if they believed God would save them.”

He will have all sin taken away. He will have a clean, new-born
heart. He can go to heaven.

He wants you to accept a new heart and a new life.

How To Live
Self-test Answers - Page 44

He wants you to have actions that please Him.
Jesus taught them on a hill.

. We need to give up everything that keeps us from loving God

with all our heart.

We should be as obedient and believing as a little child.

We should trust God for the things we need.

We need to go beyond the Ten Rules given to Moses.

Love, help and pray for your enemy. Forgive him in the way
God does.

. Do not criticize them. Put others before yourself. Give to others.

Treat them in the same way you want them to treat you.
“Can a person really live like this?”

. He will give us the power to live as we should.
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A Boy and His Lunch

Self-test Answers - Page 47

He had five loaves of bread and two small fish.

More than 5,000 people were there.

He said they must feed the people.

There was no place to buy bread there in the desert, and they
had no money.

He was willing to give it all to them.

He told the people to sit down. He prayed. He broke the bread
and fish into pieces.

The more Jesus broke the bread and fish the more there was.

. People had all they wanted to eat and there was more food than

was needed.

. “You gave Me all you had and God’s power made it enough

for all the people. You made God happy. You made others
happy. You did not think of yourself only. You may take
some of the extra food home with you.”

Sometimes He wants our help.

The Good Neighbor

Self-test Answers - Page 50

“What must I do to go to heaven?”

He must love God with all his heart, and he must love his
neighbor as himself.

He wondered who his neighbor was.

Jesus told him a story.

The groups of people are the Jews and the Samaritans.

Robbers attacked him, stole his money and clothes, beat him and
left him almost dead.

Two Jews passed by him.

He put oil and wine on the man’s cuts. He tied up his wounds.
He put the man on his own donkey. He took him to a resting
place and cared for him all night. When he left him the next
day, he paid the owner to take care of the man.

The Samaritan was the good neighbor.

. Our neighbor is any one who needs our help.
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The Good Shepherd

Self-test Answers - Page 53

. He said He was like a shepherd who takes good care of the sheep.
. Those who follow Him are His sheep.

. He said He gives His life for the sheep.

. He always counted the sheep to be sure they were all there.

. He counted only 99.

He left the 99 in a safe place. He went to look for the one lost sheep.
He rescued it and put it on his shoulder and carried it home.
He loves you. You are important to God. He knows where you live.
He knows your name. He cares for you as if you were
the only person in the world.

. We are all lost sheep because we have all done bad things.
. Call to Him.
. He will save you, lift you up, guide you, protect you and lead

you to safety in His Father’s house.

The Lost Son
Self-test Answers - Page 56

. He told it about a rich man who had two sons.
. He wanted his share of the money right away that the father was

saving for him and his brother.

. He spent all of it on wild and foolish living.
. His false friends left him. His clothes were torn and dirty. His

stomach was empty.

. He got a job feeding pigs.
. “In my father’s house there is plenty of food and all I need. How

foolish I was to leave my father. I am so ashamed, but I will get up
and go back home and say, ‘Father, I have sinned. I am not good
enough to be your son. May I be one of the workers you pay?””

He waited and hoped for his son to return. Every day he stood
by the door and watched for him.

He ran with his arms held out to his son. He hugged him close
and kissed him.

“Bring my son the best of everything. Prepare a feast. Let us
eat and be full of joy.”

He reminds us that His love for us will never change or go away.
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The Little Man

Self-test Answers - Page 59

. He lived in Jericho.

He collected taxes.

He often charged more tax than was right and kept the extra
money for himself. He was not honest. He was so short.

Zacchaeus wanted to talk to Jesus Who was good and kind.

“Jesus is coming this way!”

He climbed a tree.

“Zacchaeus, you can come down now. [ want to go to your
house today.”

He was so excited and so happy. He prepared a feast for Jesus.

“I have done wrong. Now I want to be honest. I will give to
the poor. I have cheated people. Now I will give them four
times more than I took.”

“Today salvation has come to this house. Man looks on the
outside, but My Father looks on the inside and knows those
who want to follow Him.”

Jesus Died for Us

Self-test Answers - Page 62
The common people loved Jesus and followed Him.
It was time for Him to die on the cross.
“My Father, if it is possible, save Me from this terrible death. But
if this is what I must do, I am willing. I want to obey You.”
He could find no wrong in Jesus. He wanted to release Him.
“Nail Him to a cross! Nail Him to a cross!”
They beat Him, made fun of Him and spit on Him. They put a
crown of thorns on His head and made Him carry His
own cross. They nailed Jesus to a cross.
“Father, forgive them.”
Sin always hurts and destroys the people God created.
God told the people to bring certain animals to the place of
worship and offer them as a sacrifice for their sins.
He gave His blood once for all people for all time.
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Jesus is Alive!
Self-test Answers - Page 65

. Joseph went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.

He took the body down from the cross and put it in good cloth.
He laid Jesus in a place that had been cut out in the side of a rock.

. A huge stone was put across the opening. The enemies of Jesus

put soldiers to guard the place.

. There was a strong earthquake. An angel came down and rolled

away the stone. Jesus came out!

. The soldiers were so afraid that they fell to the ground. Then

they ran away to tell what had happened?
“Come and see, then go and tell His followers the Good News!”
The women fell at His feet and worshiped Him. Then they
returned to tell the other followers what they had seen.
“Jesus is not dead! He is risen! We have seen Him! He lives!”
They knew that they also had hope and a future.

. “Because I live, you will live also. I am the One Who raises the

dead and gives them life. Anyone who puts his trust in Me
will live again even if he dies.”

Jesus Returns to Heaven

Self-test Answers - Page 68
Jesus stayed on earth for forty days.
More than 500 people saw Him at the same time.

3. “Look at My hands and My feet. See the marks of the nails that
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held Me on the cross.”
Thomas was missing the first time Jesus appeared to His followers.
“My Lord and my God!”
“Blessed are those who have not seen Me and still believe.”
They went outside the town and Jesus lifted His hands and
blessed them.
He will come back in power and shining brightness with all the
holy angels.
He gives comfort, guides us, and helps every believer to please God.
He prays for us and watches over us.



—

(8]

A

kD

Choosing to Belong
Self-test Answers - Page 71

. Even before the world was made, God chose you for Himself.

He planned for you to be His child. He made heaven for you.

. You must believe that God exists. You must have faith in God.

You must be sorry for your sins and turn from them. You must
trust in Jesus.

Faith is believing that what God says is true.

You can depend on Him to forgive your sins.

It means to put yourself in His care and not worry.

Jesus made heaven possible for us when He gave His own blood
as a gift to God.

You will always be glad you did. You will belong to the family of
God. You will go to heaven when you die.

He knows what our heart says.

. You are sorry you have disobeyed God and have hurt others.

You believe God takes away your sins.

Tell Others
Self-test Answers - Page 74

Our mind was at war with Him. Our thoughts and actions were
wrong.

You have life that will never end.

We can share it with others.

Jesus talked from Peter’s boat.

He told Peter to go out into the deep water and let down his net
and catch fish.

“We fished all last night and did not catch one fish. I think there
are no fish here. But I will do as You say.”

The net came up with so many fish in it that the boat was about
to sink! He had to call for help.

“Come follow Me. From now on I want you to fish for men.”

We can talk to our friends, family and neighbors. We can spread
the Good News near and far.
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